
PARALLEL SESSION 3.3
WHAT'S LAW GOT TO DO WITH IT ?



| BACKGROUND

The law can be a powerful tool to prevent, control and treat NCDs as it can be used to prohibit or permit specific behaviors.
The law is also a vital tool in the creation of safeguards and normative frameworks that shape politics, economics and
governance. However, the law can also create barriers and challenges to optimal NCDs responses. As part of ongoing efforts
to improve policy coherence in global, regional and national legal frameworks and create and implement public health-
driven legal and normative strategies, including by sensitizing and supporting parliamentarians to accelerate progress
towards Agenda 2030 implementation, much can be done to support NCD-related priorities. 

The session will discuss challenges and opportunities related to the NCD responses & the Law, including discussion of the
following topics: 

• Global norm-setting to prevent, control and treat NCDS, from the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco control and
beyond 
• Best practices in creating strategies and safeguards to promote evidence-driven policy-coherent legal responses and avoid
undue influence 
• Making the case for a rights-based approach to NCD treatment: a patient perspective 
• The law as a tool to deal with commercial determinant in NCD responses –NCD strategies to increase legal policy
coherence on health, trade and investment regimes 
 

 

| OBJECTIVES

This session will increase visibility of the opportunities, progress and challenges in creative effective framework legislation
and normative guidelines and the role of international law and rules based agreements in NCD responses. It will also provide
an overview of how international and domestic legislative and normative strategies interact and to highlight opportunities for
increased policy coherence and best practices.  The session will provide an opportunity to discuss strategies for
multisectoral and whole-society responses, while managing undue influence and conflicts of interest. 



Moderator / Panelist

Fiona Bull
Program Manager, NCD Prevention

World Health Organization
Switzerland

Dr Fiona Bull is Acting Director and Programme Manager in the Department of Prevention of Noncommunicable Diseases
(NCD) at the World Health Organization based in Geneva, Switzerland. She leads the WHO’s global work on reducing physical
inactivity, promoting healthy eating, the prevention of obesity, as well as providing leadership for global monitoring and
surveillance of NCDs and their risk factors. Dr Bull joined WHO after 25 years in NCD prevention research and practice in
Australia, the UK and the USA. Before joining WHO she was Professor of Public Health and Director of the Centre for Built
Environment and Health at the University of Western Australia. This work focussed on the evidence and effectiveness of
improving urban design in cities and communities to promote health and has informed national and international policy and
practice. She is one of the lead investigators of RESIDE, a 10-year cohort study of Liveable Neighbourhoods, the State urban
design policy. Across her career Fiona has focussed on developing ad then translating evidence and understanding on
healthy lifestyles to inform policy and practical solutions in community settings. She has co-authored over 180 scientific
publications and was awarded a Member of the British Empire (MBE) for her services to public health. She is a keen
swimmer, sailor and dog walker.


